
MISSION SANTA INÉS

THE MISSION IS IMPORTANT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

Established in 1804, Mission Santa Inés is the 19th mission in the chain of 21 California Missions.   The 
mission rests above a beautiful vista in the Santa Ynez Valley. The Chumash Indians and Franciscan 
Friars worked together to create this multi-cultural treasure, and each have left their unique 
imprint on this historic landmark. Responsible for introducing the cattle and wine industries to the 
valley, today Mission Santa Inés is a vibrant Catholic parish actively serving the community.

PRESERVING THE MISSION



THE HISTORY OF MISSION SANTA INÉS
Mission Santa Inés was founded on September 17, 1804 and was named after Saint Agnes. It became the 
center of faith, agriculture, ranching and commerce in the Santa Ynez Valley.

The mission was built by the local Chumash people and strove to serve their 
spiritual and material needs. By the 1840s, however, the missions were secular-
ized and much of their lands became part of local land grants by the govern-
ment of Mexico. Although most of the other buildings fell into disrepair, the 
church at Mission Santa Inés has served as a place of worship continually since 
its founding. The mission served as the site for the first seminary/college 
in California and served the diverse population of the Santa Ynez Valley, 
including the Chumash, Mexican, Irish, Danish, and other immigrants.

On January 20, 1999, Mission Santa Inés was granted status as a National Historic 
Landmark. At present, it is one of only six California missions given this prestigious 
designation. Today the Mission is an active Catholic parish, with masses in English 
and Spanish, as well as a historic site visited by thousands each year. Efforts continue 
to maintain this historic treasure as a living testimony to those who founded, built, 
and have worshipped at Mission Santa Inés for over two centuries.
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MISSION SANTA INÉS CRITICAL RETROFIT NEEDED
Mission Santa Inés is in immediate need of a retrofit. The mission is a tile-roofed adobe building with 
immediate structural concerns. The structural issues that need to be addressed include: water 
intrusion, adobe brick reinforcement, and strengthening of the diaphragm. To address safety issues 
and remain strong for years to come, historic adobe masonry walls must be structurally reinforced and 
coated with a breathable lime plaster to maintain the integrity of the brick.

ADOBE VULNERABILITY AND WATER DAMAGE
 Mission Santa Inés is currently coated with a Portland cement plaster 
which is not permeable and makes the adobe brick susceptible to corro-
sion and water damage.  This plaster has led to the deterioration of the 
adobe walls and made them more vulnerable to devastation should 
an earthquake or other natural disaster occur.  The current plaster must 
be removed and replaced with a more permeable lime plaster to prevent 
continued water damage and structure weakening. 

The interior wooden beams on the church ceiling are cracking and in need 
of underlying steel reinforcement and delicate woodwork restoration 
worthy to maintain the original look of this historic landmark. On the 
exterior, the clay roof tiles must be carefully removed, salvaged, and reinstalled 
so that the roof can be waterproofed, and the diaphragm can be strengthened.

SCOPE
The project will require structural steel reinforcement at adobe wall to roof and 
buttress connections, a convento to chapel connection and a variety of architectural, 
engineering and restoration expertise.  Permit and inspection fees are also expected, 
as are hazardous material remediation costs. 

The project team will work with local state and federal governing historic 
agencies to ensure restoration is performed in compliance with established 
guidelines set by the Department of the Interior and will provide OSHA certified 
safety standards. The project will be monitored through photos and documenta-
tion for archival purposes as well as for public updates throughout the process. 

Here are just a few examples of what has happened to non-retrofitted missions:



A LETTER FROM CALIFORNIA MISSIONS FOUNDATION

Most Sincerely,

David A. Bolton 
Executive Director

Dear Friend of the California Missions,

It is our honor to join with Fr. Robert Barbato in a united effort to ensure that historic Mission Santa 
Inés is secured with a crucial retrofit and made structurally sound for current and future generations. 
California Missions Foundation was founded in 1998 to help restore these magnificent treasures that 
embody the diverse and unique heritage of California. From the sacred grounds to the adobe walls, this 
beautiful historic church is a centerpiece of faith, history, and service in the Santa Ynez Valley. 

The California Missions Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)3 public benefit corporation dedicated to pre-
serving the 21 landmark California Missions and related historic sites.  Over the past 22 years, CMF has 
been instrumental in securing millions of dollars from both federal and private funding for an array of 
projects ranging from seismic retrofits to art conservation and historic building preservation throughout 
California from San Diego to Sonoma. 

We have seen what weather and earthquakes can do to California’s historic adobe missions over time. This 
effort will secure Mission Santa Inés from erosion, safeguard it from collapse and strengthen it to protect 
those who patron the mission.  Together, with your help, we can secure Mission Santa Inés and this impor-
tant part of California history for many years to come.

For more information or to donate to this project, please contact
David Bolton, Executive Director

California Missions Foundation, P.O. Box 23035, Santa Barbara, CA 93121
(805) 963-1633 | info@californiamissionsfoundation.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

California Missions Foundation is teaming with Mission Santa Inés to raise the necessary funds to com-
plete this much needed work at this icon of the Santa Ynez Valley. Support from the community is needed 
for the mission to complete this project. Thank you for your consideration. Please donate to the Mission 
Santa Inés Fund:  www.californiamissionsfoundation.org/donate

I I am grateful for California Missions Foundation’s support of our missions. As pastor of Mission Santa 
Inés, I am keenly aware of the continued need for funds to help preserve these great treasures. Your support 
would be a great step in helping to keep our mission intact and safe for present and future generations.

– Father Robert Barbato, Mission Santa Inés


