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In 2011, the California Missions Foundation received over 
$1,200,000 in grants and donations from 17 foundations, 
2 estates, and numerous individuals and businesses.  “How 

reassuring it is to receive such generous support.  It sends a 
message that people care deeply about these historic mission 
sites and, even in a down economy, offer assistance for their 
preservation,” said Knox Mellon, Executive Director.

Eileen Finn Leaves a Wonderful Legacy:

Eileen Finn, a parishioner at Mission Dolores in San Francisco, 
left a most generous, six-figure bequest to the California Missions 
Foundation.  The bequest is to be used for the restoration and 
preservation of Mission San Francisco de Asis (Dolores).  After 
her estate proceedings are completed, the Finn bequest will 
provide the California Missions Foundation with the wherewithal 
to undertake significant preservation efforts at Mission Dolores.

The California Missions Foundation was also a beneficiary of 
$10,000 from the Beverly Merrill Trust.

You, too, can make a legacy gift that will support the missions 
beyond your lifetime.  Your estate attorney can assist you in 
determining what is best for you.  Please let us know if you have 
made a planned gift or have questions about one.
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CALIFORNIA MISSIONS  
FOUNDATION HAS BEST  
YEAR EVER AS DONATIONS  
TOP $1,200,000

“All Aboard the Bus” Program Sends 4th 
Grade to Missions

Through its All Aboard the Bus program, this year the California 
Missions Foundation distributed grants totaling nearly $34,000 
to 51 elementary schools located throughout the greater Los 
Angeles area and 15 elementary schools in Monterey County 
for field trips by 4th grade classes to various California missions. 

Over 5,700 students from 208 classrooms visited Missions San 
Gabriel, San Fernando, San Juan Capistrano, San Antonio, and San 
Juan Bautista. In addition to giving money for bus transportation, 
the California Missions Foundation also provides maps, pictures 
and materials on missions to the fourth grade teachers.

Learning about the missions firsthand is very meaningful to the 
students, as the following comments from teachers and students 
attest:

“Due to your generosity, we were able to take my combined 4th-
5th grade class, other 4th grade clusters and a special education 
3rd-5th grade class to Mission San Gabriel. For many of the 
students, it was their first time inside an actual mission!  We all 
had a memorable time learning about the missions and their 
effects on California history.”  Steve Kim, teacher at Anatola 
Elementary School

“All the materials we received were very helpful!  The students 
loved looking up information for their mission projects.  The trip 
to Mission San Gabriel would not have been possible without 
your organization’s contribution.  This trip was very helpful and 
meaningful to our students and their education.”  Leah Losser, 
teacher at Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists.”

“I want to tell you I had a great time at Mission San Gabriel.  My 
favorite part was the church. I had never seen a mission before.” A 
student at Anatola Elementary School.

(continued on page 2)



 

Termination of the federal Save America’s 
Treasures program came as disappointment 
to most historic preservationists. Fortunately, 
the California Missions Foundation was able 
to secure four major SAT grants totaling 
$2,288,000 for Missions San Miguel, San Luis 
Rey, Carmel and Santa Barbara.  Since all SAT 
grants were matched dollar-for-dollar by funds 
raised by CMF or the missions, more than $4.5 
million was provided for mission restoration.  
Funding for these missions has proven 
auspicious.  San Miguel has completed the work 
under its grant, and the other three missions 
are proceeding expeditiously on their individual 
projects.

Each year, CMF awards grants to individual missions for 
art conservation, archaeological and architectural studies, 
and structural projects.  These grants are important 
because the missions themselves do not have funds to care 
for all the art work, conduct maintenance and repairs, and 
undertake important restoration or seismic work.  The 
following grants were awarded in 2011:

MISSION SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA
	 • $7,900 for art conservation.

MISSION SAN BUENAVENTURA
	 • $13,800 for alarm system and museum upgrade.

MISSION SAN FRANCISCO SOLANO 
(SONOMA)
	 • $4,800 for Stations of the Cross conservation.

MISSION SAN GABRIEL
	 • $14,000 for fire alarm systems.

MISSION SAN JOSE 
• $10,000 for replacement of tile pavers on pathways 
connecting the church and the museum.

MISSION SAN JUAN BAUTISTA
	 • $8,600 for barrel organ repair and museum upgrades.

MISSION SAN LUIS REY 
• $5,000 for Madonna Chapel roof repair and restoration 
of interior adobe wall.

MISSION SAN RAFAEL ARCANGEL
	 • $4,500 for art conservation.

MISSION SOLEDAD 
	 • $6,000 for archeological work.

MISSION LA PURISIMA
	 • $5,000 for digitizing collections.

MISSION SANTA BARBARA
• $16,200 for Huerta Garden projects, including 
site preservation and education.

MISSION SANTA CLARA
• $6,100 for conservation of painting of St. Aloysius 
of Gonzaga.

MISSION SANTA INES
• $10,000 for Phase II of Geophysical Survey of  
Chumash sites.

ROYAL PRESIDIO CHAPEL (MONTEREY)
• $13,000 for restoration of the 18th Century 
painting of St. Clare.

ASISTENCIA SAN ANTONIO DE PALA
• $5,000 for restoration of original chapel doors 
and replacement of header over sacristy door.

CALIFORNIA MISSIONS FOUNDATION AWARDS 
$129,100 TO 15 CALIFORNIA MISSIONS 

AND MISSION SITES
UPDATE:
SAVE
AMERICA’S 
TREASURES 
GRANTS

(continued from page 1)

The grants to schools for field trips are made possible 
by an $18,000 grant from the William H. Hannon 
Foundation, a $10,000 grant from the Monterey 
Peninsula Foundation’s Youth Fund, and a $2,500 
grant from the Upjohn California Fund.  “We are most 
grateful to these foundations for their support of this 
important educational program,” said Dr. Mellon.  “It was 
through a generous grant from the William H. Hannon 
Foundation that we were able to start the All Aboard the 
Bus program.  The Hannon Foundation has been a loyal 
sponsor each subsequent year, and others have joined 
the effort.   Seeing a mission in person gives students 
an understanding of missions they would not otherwise 
have. They learn so much more about missions and their 
critical place in California’s history.” 

You can help send more fourth graders to missions with a 
donation to the California Missions Foundation.
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Major Contributors in 2011

FOUNDATIONS:
Barkley Fund
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Brewster West Foundation
Louise M. Davies Foundation
Fairchild Martindale Foundation
Frances and Charles D. Field 
   Foundation
Charles D. and Frances K. Field Fund
William H. Hannon Foundation
The Hearst Foundation
Kelly Charitable Trust
Leavey Foundation
Sanders Dickinson Foundation
Monterey Peninsula Foundation
   Youth Fund
Dan Murphy Foundation
John and Beverly Stauffer Foundation
Tissue Foundation
Upjohn California Fund

DONORS AT THE 
$1,000 AND ABOVE LEVEL
Joseph Allegretti
Joe and Janet Bartel
Beverly Merrill Trust
Claire and Bill Bogaard

Nancy and Bill Doolittle
Eileen Finn Trust
Fiesta Rodeo Trustees
Laurence Gould
John and Helen Nelson
George and Edith Piness
Lawrence Tracy (in kind)
Jacques Yeager

DONORS ($25 - $999)
ARG Conservation Services
David Armanasco
Lawrence and Susan Basso
David Belardes
Dan Bellaire
Madelena Camacho-Larkin
Elizabeth Carlson
Sandraline Cederwall
Gordon Chamberlin
Charles Schwab Foundation
Chattel Architecture 
Anthony Da Vigo
Martha Ann Davis
Richard Dolan
Kristina Foss
Joseph Freeman
Thomas Frye

Google Matching Gift
Michael Griesmer
Ed and Mary Hall
Lisa Hawes
Francesca Hayes
Sally Herald
Gary and Beverly Herman
Robert Hoover
John Houghton
IBM
William Joyce
Norbert Juffa
Carol Kenyon
Lynn Kirst
Alan Koch
Mary Ann Kvenvolden
Lisa Lawrence
Jim Lazarus
Steve Leeds
Suzanne Lummis
Thomas Manning
Clark Marshall
Charles and Joye McCoy
Elizabeth Meers
Ruben and Linda Mendoza
Steven Mesa
Sharon Metzler

Robert and Dolores Morrison
J. Ng
Laura and Brad Niebling
Audrey O’Brien
Brian Owen
Madelon Palma
Nikki Paschal
Hugo & Carrie Patino
David & Catherine Peri
Lee Rosen
Steven Ross
William Schlotthauer
Jock Sewall
Cynthia Shaw
Kathy Silva-Claus
J. Francis Sinnott
Shirley Spiller
Joanne Taylor-Johnson
Susan Tinkley
James and Wendy Tuthill
United Way, Capital Region
United Way, Stanislaus
Virginia & Carmina Vaz
Richard Wiggen
Jack Williams
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We are grateful to the many foundations and individuals who contributed to the California Missions Foundation in 2011.  
Your generosity allowed us to fund important restoration and conservation work at several missions, thereby preserving 
them for future generations.  We are pleased to recognize all who supported our mission.

Chairman of the Board:
Laurence K. Gould, Jr.  
Attorney at Law, Sheppard, Mullin, 
Richter and Hampton

Vice Chair: 
Kristina Foss 
Director, Santa Barbara Mission Museum

Secretary: 
Edith L. Piness, Ph.D.  
President Emeritus, California Historical Society 

Treasurer: 
David L. Peri 
President of Peri & Alvarado, Certified Public Accountants

Janet Bartel 
Former Historian/Media Liaison, Mission San Diego de 
Alcala

David Belardes 
Chief and Chairman, Juaneño Band of Mission Indians

Sandraline Cederwall 
Owner, Cederwall Fine Art

L. Thomas Frye 
Chief Curator of History Emeritus, Oakland Museum of 
California

Steven W. Hackel 
Associate Professor, University of California, Riverside

Robert L. Hoover, PhD.  
Trustee, Santa Barbara Mission Archive/Library; President, 
Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation

Carol Kenyon 
Former Director, South Coast Fine Art Conversation Center

James L. Lazarus, J.D.  
Executive Director, San Francisco Museum and Historical 
Society

Suzanne Lummis 
Director, Los Angeles Poetry Festival

Ruben G. Mendoza, PhD.  
Director, Institute of Archaeology, California State 
University Monterey Bay

Helen Nelson 
Curator Emeritus, Mission San Gabriel 

Donn R. Schoenmann 
Trustee, Idyllwild Arts Foundatio 
Former Vice President, California Historical Society

Robert Sullivan 
Attorney at Law, McCormick Barstow LLP

Lawrence R. Tracy 
CEO, Aleph America Corporation

Jack S. Williams, PhD.  
Executive Director, the Center for Spanish 
Colonial Archaeology

Stephen T. Hearst (Chairman Emeritus)
Vice President, Hearst Corporation

Msgr. Francis J. Weber (Emeritus) 
Author/Archivist, Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Director, Mission San Fernando, Rey de España

Fr. Joseph Chinnici (Emeritus)
Dean, Franciscan School of Theology

Tanya Rathbun Sorrell, M.A. (Emeritus)
Historic Preservation Coordinator for New Zealand.

Board of Directors, California Mission Foundation



CMF E-NEWSLETTER
Hot off the Press Every Month:  Subscribe to our new electronic 
newsletter for the latest news on the California Missions 
Foundations and major projects at missions.  Just contact us at 
info@californiamissionsfoundation.org to receive our monthly 
e-newsletter.

CONTACT US AT:
Website:	 “californiamissionsfoundation.org” 
E-mail:	 info@californiamissionsfoundation.org Phone: 
831.622.7500 / Fax: 831.622.7505
26555 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Suite 7, Carmel, CA 93923

www.californiamissionsfoundation.org
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The California Missions Foundation is dedicated to preserving the California missions
and their associated historic and cultural resources for the public benefit.
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Foundations Continue to 
Support CMF:
$679,578 of funds received in 2011 were from foundations.  The 
largest grant, $106,000, was from the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation, 
which provided funding for important restoration and conservation 
work at Mission San Antonio and Mission Sonoma.  The Daniel 
Murphy Foundation, the Sanders Dickinson Foundation, and the 
Louise Davies Foundation each gave $50,000 grants to the CMF.  “I 
am heartened and grateful that foundations which have supported 
us in the past continued to do so this year,” commented Executive 
Director Mellon.  “It is a demonstration of their belief that saving 
California’s missions is important. Further they realize the critical 
role CMF plays in preserving and protecting California’s missions.”


