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Mission san antonio de Padua

End of Mission Creek Rd.
P.O. Box 803

Jolon, CA 93928
(831) 385-4478

Mission soledad

36641 Fort Romie Rd.
Soledad, CA 93960

(831) 678-2586

Mission CarMel

3080 Rio Rd.
Carmel, CA 93923

(831) 624-3600

Mission san Juan Bautista

406 Second St.
P.O. Box 400

San Juan Bautista, CA 95045
(831) 623-2127

Mission santa Cruz

126 High St.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

(831) 426-5686

Mission santa Clara

500 El Camino Real
Santa Clara, CA 95053

(408) 554-4023 

Mission san Jose

P.O. Box 3159
Fremont, CA 94539

(510) 657-1797

Mission dolores

3321 16th St.
San Francisco, CA 94114

(415) 621-8203

Mission san rafael

1104 fifth ave.
san rafael, Ca 94901

(415) 454-8141

Mission sf solano

114 E. Spain St.
Sonoma, CA 95476

(707) 769-5652

Mission san diego

10818 San Diego Mission Rd.
San Diego, CA 92108

(619) 283-7319

Mission san luis rey

4050 Mission Avenue
Oceanside, CA 92057

(760) 757-3651

Mission san Juan CaPistrano

26801 Ortega Highway
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

(949) 234-1300

Mission san gaBriel

428 South Mission Dr.
San Gabriel, CA 91776

(626) 457-7291

Mission san fernando

15151 San Fernando Mission Blvd.
Mission Hills, CA 91345

(818) 361-0186

Mission san Buenaventura

211 East Main St.
Ventura, CA 93001

(805) 643-4318

Mission santa BarBara

2201 Laguna St.
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

(805) 682-4713

Mission santa ines

1760 Mission Dr.
Solvang, CA 93463

(805) 688-4815

Mission la PurisiMa

2295 Purisima Rd.
Lompoc, CA 93436

(805) 733-3713

Mission san luis oBisPo

751 Palm St.
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

(805) 781-8220

Mission san Miguel

775 Mission St.
P.O. Box 69

San Miguel, CA 93451
(805) 467-3256

asistenCia san antonio de Pala

Pala reservation

P.o. Box 70
Pala, Ca 92059
(760) 742-3317

el Presidio de santa BarBara

123 e. Canon Perdido st.
santa BarBara, Ca 93102

(805) 965-0093

royal Presidio ChaPel of Monterey

500 ChurCh st.
Monterey, Ca 93940

(831) 373-2628

CMf Mailing address: 
Po Box 23035 

santa BarBara, Ca 93121

CMf headquarters are loCated at 
215 e. Canon Perdido st., suite C 

santa BarBara 93101
(805) 963-1633

info@CaliforniaMissionsfoundation.org

Cover iMages: seleCt PhotograPhs taken By CMf exeCutive direCtor david 
a. Bolton during his travels uP and down the state for various site visits.
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As we look back at the previous year, 2016 brings great memories to the entire 
California Missions Foundation family. Together, we were able to administer a 
multitude of preservation projects, a successful merger with the California Mis-
sion Studies Association, and complete another year of our on-going elementary 
school education program, "All-Aboard-the-Bus". For nearly two decades, CMF 
has led the effort throughout the state to preserve our Missions and related histori-
cal sites, from Presidios to Asistencias, from Ranchos to Pueblos. We take great 
pride in our work, and our efforts are a combination of dedicated individuals, 

partner foundations and so many who share the vision 
and goals of CMF to assure that the historic sites of ear-
ly California will be enjoyed for generations to come.

Every year, CMF undertakes a variety of preservation 
projects. In 2016, our combined efforts helped with the 
on-going retrofit of Mission San Antonio de Padua. 
We also were able to re-create the entire Native Hous-
ing Wing at Mission San Miguel in 3-D using the latest 
in ground penetrating sensor 
technology and subsequent 
archaeology. We also began 
a massive project to capture 
the Mission Trail via LIDAR. 
This technology will allow 
for the re-creation of historic 
structures in the event of a ca-

tastrophe as well as creating a visual and accurate archive 
of the terrain and water systems found throughout the 
state where our Missions, Presidios and Asistencias were 
built. It is groundbreaking technology, and CMF is dedi-
cated to using this technology to benefit our state’s historic 
structures. Also on our list in 2016 was a grant to help re-
veal the unknown burials at Mission Santa Inés. Ground 
penetrating radar was again used to identify where bodies 
had been buried just outside the current Mission walls, further uncovering more 
of the massive cemetery at this historic site. These unknown burials will now be 
able to be honored and protected as they most undoubtedly include the remains 
of Native Chumash and others who worked so tirelessly to help build Mission 
Santa Inés. From these projects to many others including priceless and historic 
art and artwork conservation, infrastructure repairs and archive stabilization, the 

joint on-going El Camino Real de las Californias UNES-
CO Initiative including Baja and Alta Californias, 2016 
was a productive and successful year for CMF.

At the start of 2016, CMF also joined forces with, and 
welcomed members of, the California Mission Studies 
Association, a group established in 1984 and dedicated 
to research, education and to helping to tell the stories 
of early California. With this merger CMF inherited a 
vibrant membership program, a fascinating and inter-
esting annual Conference held each February during 
Presidents Weekend, and a renowned annual journal, 
Boletín. Perhaps most importantly, the successful merger 
of CMF and CMSA brings everyone involved, interested 

a letter froM California Missions foundation
California Missions foundation 

2016 Board of direCtors

ChairMan of the Board 
Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA, Fair Oaks

viCe Chair

Ty O. Smith, Ph.D., Cambria
treasurer

Michael Imwalle, Ojai
seCretary

Dr. Edith L. Piness, Mill Valley

direCtors

Theresa Brunner, Novato
Olivia Chilcote, El Cerrito
Cassidy DeBaker, Fairfax

Stephen J. Farneth, FAIA, San Francisco
Dr. Glenn Farris, Davis

Luis A. Gonzalez, San Gabriel
Dr. Robert L. Hoover, San Luis Obispo

Peg Hyland, Irvine
Dr. Jarrell Jackman, Santa Barbara

Alan S. Kemp, Aromas
Carol Kenyon, Bradley

Elisse La Barre, Pleasanton
Jim Lazarus, San Francisco

Michelle Lorimer, Murrieta
Lee Panich, Santa Clara

David L. Peri, Santa Barbara
Donn Schoenmann, Idyllwild

Jock Sewall, Santa Barbara
Ione R. Stiegler, FAIA, La Jolla

Mary Susa, Irvine
Nick Tipon, Santa Rosa

Dr. Jack Williams, Ramona
Mary M. Wood , Santa Cruz

ChairMan eMeritus

Stephen T. Hearst, San Francisco
direCtors eMeriti

Fr. Joseph Chinnici, O.F.M., Berkeley
Kristina Foss, Santa Barbara

Tanya Rathbun Sorrell, Riverside
Msgr. Francis J. Weber, Mission Hills
exeCutive direCtor eMeritus

Dr. Knox Mellon, Carmel

staff

exeCutive direCtor and Ceo
David A. Bolton, Santa Barbara

Board ChairMan Milford  
wayne donaldson, faia

viCe ChairMan 
Ty O. Smith, Ph.D.

exeCutive direCtor/Ceo 
david a. Bolton Continued on Page 9

CALIFORNIA MISSIONS FOUNDATION Annual Report 2016       page 3



CMF and its partner Foundations, S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation, Brewster West Foundation, The Charles D. and Frances 
K. Field Fund, The Frances K. and Charles D. Field Foundation, The Hearst Foundations, Kelly Charitable Remain-
der Annuity Trust, Linden Root Dickinson Foundation, Dan Murphy Foundation, John and Beverly Stauffer Founda-
tion, WWW Foundation, as well as many individuals throughout the state, helped to make a series of preservation grants possible 
in 2016. CMF was honored to assist and administer these various grants and projects.

Partner foundation grants

Mission san antonio de Padua
For the past few years, this Mission has been undergoing a multi phase 
retrofit of the entire Mission complex. In 2016, a preservation grant 
from the Charles D. and Frances K. Field Foundation and CMF 
helped the mission to complete Phases II and III which include the 
historic convento wing that is located adjacent to the mission.

It is a wing that houses the library, offices, and the museum rooms. 
Phase III included the west wing of the convento quadrangle. The 
Mission’s west wing is used as an important retreat center. The 
Mission’s retreat center generates the necessary funds to keep this 
remote mission open. The future Phase IV of the mission retrofit 
project will be the north wing that houses the second half of the 
retreat center. 

All of the missions in Cali-
fornia are required to be 
retrofitted due to potential 
damage during an earth-
quake. Mission San Antonio 
de Padua is one of the last 
missions to be successfully 
retrofitted. 

Mission santa inés national Historic landMark
Mission era cemeteries had no grave markers in the early days. 
It was not a Spanish custom. When markers were added in the 
American period they were often wooden crosses that disinte-
grated over time. As a result, many burial locations are unknown. 
Santa Inés Mission has a remedy. They have been awarded a pres-
ervation grant via Linden Root Dickinson Foundation and CMF 
to conduct a Geophysical Site Assessment Cemetery Survey. Dr. 
Lewis Somers will use radar and twin probe soil resistance meth-
ods to deliver a map. This will be a digital record of the cemetery 
with map and graphics to explain the locations of burials within 
the Mission cemetery walls. In this way the burials can be protect-
ed from damage by both natural and human activity disturbances. 
The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Elders Committee is 
participating with both monitoring and assistance in this project.

lidar aerial sensor surveying of el caMino real 
Grants were issued to document via LIDAR Laser the Missions 
and related historic sites. In addition, important data was produced 
depicting the terrain and water systems around all of these sites 
and among the reasons each site was chosen for a Mission.

Airborne LIDAR & 
Imagery data can be 
used to record a de-
tailed overview of the 
entire Mission prop-
erty.  It will provide a 
3D map of the entire 
property including 
buildings, vegetation 
and topography.  The airborne LIDAR data is a 3D point cloud 
that contains positional information, on average, spaced every 8 
inches.  The imagery has a resolution of 2.5 inches, and when com-
bined with the LIDAR point cloud, you get a 3D model with true 
color values based on what can be seen from above.  All of the 3D 
information is also geo-referenced, which shows the absolute posi-
tion on the earth, which is important as this data is aligned with any 
existing, or future, land survey information or other geo-data sets.

It is also possible to supple-
ment the airborne data 
with ground based laser 
data, which works in the 
same way as the airborne 
data, however it is collected 
by an instrument on a tri-
pod which can be setup 
indoors, and also in close 

proximity to buildings or structures of interest.  This results in a 
higher level of detail with a point approximately every millimeter.  
This reveals details such as wall textures, murals and details about 
the materials of buildings or objects.

The combination of the airborne and ground-based data sets repre-
sents the most comprehensive building archive and can be used to 
recreate any structure even if it has suffered complete destruction.

As part of the many mission areas covered in this project, special 
permission was granted to 
CMF by the U.S. Military 
to conduct a fly-over of Mis-
sion San Antonio de Padua. 
The fly-over was made pos-
sible through a grant from 
the Field Fund, among 
other generous individuals.



Mission san diego
CMF Board member and archaeologist Dr. Jack Williams was in-
volved in excavation of the convent wing of Mission San Diego a 
number of years ago. The Mission today has received a grant to 
cover a major part of a professional study of the site. Convento 
floors, and partial wall outlines of adobe brick are visible remains 
of this first California Mission. In addition numerous artifacts have 
been revealed. The professional study by CMF board member Ione 
Steigler will be able to assess condition of and add meaning to the 
work done so far and guide future preservation and interpretation of 
the site. This work will be completed by December of 2017, adding 
greatly to our knowledge of the first of California’s Mission chain.

Mission san Buenaventura
The last of Father 
Junípero Serra’s mis-
sions was built at Ven-
tura California. The 
wonderful legacy of 
18th century Span-
ish colonial art is well 
represented there. 
This active church 
features an original 
reredos wall behind 
the main altar featur-
ing several colonial 
period statues. Lin-
den Root Dickinson 
Foundation and CMF 
provided the grant for 
the restoration of the 
statue of St. Joseph. This artwork has been heavily over-painted 
and damaged over the years. South Coast Fine Arts Conservation 
Center in Santa Barbara is currently in the process of removing lay-
ers of modern paints and revealing the original colors and details 
of this soon to be fully restored statue. Each day brings exciting 
new knowledge of the original statue’s colors and designs. Broken 

feet are undergoing repair, 
which will further stabilize 
the statue. Cleaning of the 
feet has revealed painted 
sandal straps hidden be-
neath extensive over-paint-
ing. Delicate facial tones 
have emerged as well as 
evidence of a layer of white 
gold covered in green wash 
as the primary tunic color 
under the dark blue mod-
ern paint layer. The fully 
conserved 18th century mis-
sion treasure will return to 
its’ place above the altar in 
the fall of 2017.

Mission san Juan Bautista 
The Mission has received funds from the Charles D. and Frances 
K. Field Fund for their Archives Stabilization Project. This grant 
will allow for construction of a storage loft within the current Ar-
chives plus the purchase of proper Archival storage boxes, and 
of other acid free storage materials needed for proper housing of 
artifacts and records. These tools will allow consolidation of col-
lections scattered in many locations. Additionally, purchase of a 
portable HVAC system would provide climate control. This will 
stabilize the environment and thus protect the most sensitive arti-
facts and records from mold etc. Professional help will be sought 
to stabilize individual materials. This grant work will soon be com-
pleted.

santa BarBara Mission arcHive-liBrary
Many art works in Mission collections have suffered from climate 
conditions and age related issues. The SBMAL is the institution 
that houses many of the most important records of the Mission era. 
It also has numerous artifacts. While the Archive-Library today 
provides climate control in the facility, many artworks it houses 
came from less preservation-safe locations.  In its continuing ef-
forts to conserve such works, the Archive-Library is currently being 
aided by a preservation grant from Linden Root Dickinson and 
CMF to conserve the painting “Saint Joseph and the Christ Child”. 
Past improper cleaning, punctures through the canvas and flaking 
paint are some of the issues being addressed by Fine Arts Conser-
vation Laboratories. New stretcher bars and a new period appropri-
ate frame will finish the conservation of this painting.

Mission san Juan caPistrano
Two 18th century paintings at Mission San Juan Capistrano are 
undergoing conservation by FACL through a preservation grant 
from Linden Root Dickinson Foundation and CMF. They are “Por-
trait of an Unknown Saint” and an elaborate “Crucifixion” scene. 
The Saint’s canvas has been re-stretched, re-lined and cleaned. 
The in painting and varnish will finish the work. The conserva-
tor will reframe the painting in a period appropriate frame. The 
much larger and more damaged Crucifixion painting requires 
multiple cleanings before in painting of paint loss areas can be 
completed. The complex composition features 3 crosses and 6 ad-
ditional main figures so matching colors and details will be time 
consuming. These works will be finished in the summer of 2017.
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Mission san gaBriel
Linden Root Dickinson Foundation and CMF generously funded 
the Mission San Gabriel Mission Preventative Conservation project. 
The Mission is creating an Archival storage room for better protec-
tion of Mission books, records and artifacts. This several stage proj-
ect includes removal of previous furnishings, installation of a new 
wood floor, purchase and placement of metal archival storage cabi-
netry and tools for proper cleanliness in the collections. Purchase 
of an archival quality vacuum system as well as a work cart, Mylar 
sheeting and other archival storage materials will be included in the 
grant.  Completion of this work by both volunteers and staff will be 
completed in August 2017. CMF is dedicated to the preservation 
of the collections, historical records and artifacts of the Missions.

Mission soledad
Adobe buildings rely on roof integrity to protect their walls and 
collections. Without a solid roof, many mission structures have over 
the years, simply melted away. A grant to Mission Soledad by Lin-
den Root Dickinson and CMF has repaired the convento roof edge 
where tiles were dislodged and falling into the area below. The Urri-
tia Company removed all the edging and reinforced the area and re-
placed the tiles securely. Further building protection was provided 
by applying a slick material to the underside of the convent veranda 
roofing. This prevented the nesting of birds that damaged and erod-
ed the adobe walls of the convento. Soledad Mission building main-
tenance is an important concern since roof loss there resulted in 
loss of all the Mission build-
ings by the early 20th century. 
Today the site is a mixture of 
restored structures and cov-
ered and protected ruins. The 
grant has helped preserve the 
building integrity of these 
Mission structures.   

santa cruz Mission state Historic Park
Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park is the smallest of all the 
Mission sites but is rich in history. These are the only remaining 
original buildings still in existence at the Santa Cruz Mission 
site. (The Catholic Diocese owned Santa Cruz Mission church 
is a ¾ replica built in the 20th century to house many remain-
ing artifacts.) A preservation grant from Linden Root Dickinson 
Foundation and CMF has been awarded to the State Park for 
restoration of an adobe brick floor in an original room. After 
consultation with an adobe contractor, replacement adobes 
were formulated with a 5% asphalt emulsion to ensure strength. 
This material is undergoing the rigorous State approval process. 
Once approved, the new adobes will be installed. Meanwhile 
the room has been prepared with the removal of the deteriorat-
ing adobe brick floor. California Conservation Corps workers 
accomplished this work. The site is now ready for the restora-
tion of the authentic flooring this summer. 

la PurisiMa Mission state Historic Park
The Mission La Purísi-
ma SHP has received a 
preservation grant from 
Linden Root Dickinson 
and CMF to cover pres-
ervation issues in the 
chapel. Several issues are 
being addressed. Typical 
of adobe mission struc-
tures, moisture damage 
to walls has resulted in 
flaking plaster and both plaster and paint loss from room walls. This 
has been addressed by re-plastering by specialist Matt Bondio and 
restoration of the dado designs by South Coast Fine Arts Conserva-
tion Center. The plasterwork involved 3 additional layers of lime 
plaster as well as filling of major cracks. The re-painting was done 
with proper conservation paints and matched to the existing colors 
and designs. An additional project in the chapel is the pulpit resto-
ration by Patricia West of South Coast Fine Arts. She has already 
conserved the termite damaged main church pulpit and is mov-

ing on to the chapel 
room. Pulpit damage 
includes insect dam-
age to the wood and 
paint adherence is-
sues. In-fill and paint 
consolidation will fin-
ish the project in the 
coming few months.



santa inÉs Mills sHP
Mission Santa Inés Mills State Historic Park 
is managed by the Santa Barbara Trust for 
Historic Preservation. The Mills are the 
work of Joseph Chapman who was part of 
Argentine privateer Bouchard’s infamous 
1818 raids on the California coast. Chap-
man was captured and as a millwright of-
fered services in exchange for freedom. He 
built mills at Santa Barbara and Santa Inés. 
The Trust is the recipient of a preservation 
grant for the condition assessment of the painted figure on the mills wall, believed to be painted by a neophyte Indian. The grant covers the 
needed scaffolding as well as tests by a conservator to monitor any deterioration and analysis (grain by grain) of the pigment and underlying 
lime mortar. This is necessary to determine if historic fabric is degrading. This assessment will be compared to a previous study with high-
resolution imagery. Preservation of the rich heritage of these Mission era structures is a major concern of CMF.
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letters froM the CMf Board

By Carol Kenyon, CMF Board Member:  Preserving and restoring California’s Mis-
sion era structures proves both challenging and worthwhile. As a 20-year Board member of 
the California Missions Foundation (CMF) it has been my privilege to help achieve some 
admirable shared goals. From grants for conserving Mission paintings to the creation of the 
educational “All Aboard Bus” program, the CMF has been focused ever forward. To further 
our task, fund raising has become an ever more  necessary project. 

Meeting with others deeply interested in and committed towards preservation of California’s 
heritage has been a most gratifying part of my experience. Over time, together with a dedi-
cated staff, we’ve formed numerous partnerships with individuals, corporations and founda-
tions to assist in the realization of this goal. Sharing  our varied areas of expertise and then 
employing this knowledge to further develop methods to preserve important  landmarks 
proves rewarding to all involved.

A couple years ago CMF merged with the California Mission Studies Association. This 
merger added an academic arm to our foundation. Each year we convene a conference at a 
chosen Mission at which papers are presented - each relates to a specific domain of the Mis-
sion era. I have always enjoyed joining an enthusiastic group, consisting primarily of CMF 
Board members, who help “put on” the conference.  

The academic arm of CMF annually publishes the Boletín - a beautiful, unique and educational offering.  Its excellently considered articles, 
available to all  CMF members, focuses on California’s Missions, Presidios, Ranchos and Native Americans. 

Our task isn’t finished, but over the years we have, with your help,  contributed to furthering the preservation of many of our historic struc-
tures. With pride, I have helped achieve this goal.

Carol Kenyon and Fr. Max Hottle, oFM

By Glenn Farris, CMF Board Member:  In my professional career as an historical archaeologist, working for 30 years for the California 
State Parks system and for the last decade as a self-employed researcher, I have been especially entranced with the period of time from 1769 
to 1848 when the state of California was under the domination of Spain and then Mexico. Having the opportunity to do field archaeology on 
the sites of four of the missions and one of the presidios in conjunction with archival research on many aspects of the history of this era has 
been very gratifying. Beginning with the California Mission Studies Association starting in 1984, I have been pleased to have the forum of 



By Bob Hoover, CMF Board Member:  I am very honored to be asked to write this section of the Annual Report, in the belief that 
there is some value to an “institutional memory” that extends back to the beginnings of our present organization, before the very successful 
merger of CMSA and CMF last year. It is a story of love for California’s unique early history, though Florida, and some states of the South-
west share parts of this story. It is a narrative of some very devoted and capable individuals who were willing to work hard toward their goals 
while maintaining the flexibility to allow their organizations to evolve and grow in a more effective manner.

The roots of our efforts can be traced back to various civic organizations over the last 125 years. But its modern and most successful rebirth 
occurred in 1984, when Nicholas Magalousis, a professor at Chapman College, gathered a small number of us who shared an interest in 
Spanish missions to form the California Mission Studies Association. in San Juan Capistrano. I was persuaded to join the board and eventu-
ally served as president during a challenging period when CMSA was transforming from the vision of a single person into a board-governed 
non-profit scholarly organization. In 1998, the California Mission Foundation was formed from an earlier non-profit and became dedicated 
to the raising of funds for the preservation of and education about the missions of California. I was asked to join the board of CMF to help 
make many of the goals that CMSA had identified a financial reality. Our 2016 merger was a logical and complimentary focus of our com-
bined efforts of the past, combining the talents of scholars, educators, financial and legal experts, and grass roots preservationists in a single 
forum to articulate our goals. At the same time, our interests have broadened to include presidios, pueblos, ranchos, etc. of the Hispanic 
period. During these years, we have been led by world-class preservationists, such as Knox Mellon and Wayne Donaldson, and dedicated 
person such as Steve Hearst, Larry Gould, and David Bolton. CMF has become a clearinghouse for all aspects of our efforts.

What specifically have we accomplished? We publish a first-class scholarly journal 
that is known worldwide. We sponsor an important "All-Aboard-the-Bus" program 
for young students who will be future citizens and voters in California. We assist in-
dividual missions in securing funding for structural retrofit, fine arts restoration, and 
archaeological research. Except for a few individuals who mistakenly believe that we 
are pursuing religious goals, public acceptance has be universally favorable. Several of 
our board members have been exceptionally talented Native Californians, reminding 
all that the missions were native communities as well as Spanish religious institutions. 
CMF has stimulated the formation of local support groups at specific missions. While 
this may cause adjustments in our effort in the future, it too is a sign of our success. 
We have become the organization to which everyone turns as a resource for Hispanic 
California. Congratulations on a job well done! We can be very proud of the results.

the annual meeting of this organization to encounter like-minded people to pursue my interests, 
as well as entering into collaboration with others. With the recent marriage of the scholarship 
of the CMSA with the fund-raising activities of a parallel organization, the California Missions 
Foundation, the possibilities for enhanced benefits to the legacy of the first third of the histori-
cal era of California that commenced with the arrival of non-Native Californian colonists have 
greatly expanded.

The new combined organization is known as the California Missions Foundation despite a 
broader concern with all aspects of the interaction of immigrants to California with the Native 
Californians to create a new society, but it encompasses more than simply the structural rem-
nants of the 21 missions of Alta California.

For instance, my interest in the archaeological remains of the residences of the Mission Indians 
with a focus on bringing to light more information on the actual families resident at missions 
La Purísima Concepción and San Juan Bautista received support from the California Missions 
Foundation, to include publication of an article on the results in the Foundation’s publication, 
the Boletín. The CMF welcomes ideas and opportunities to further its mission on behalf of bet-
ter understanding and protection of the heritage of early historic California.

Glenn Farris taKinG Field Measure-
Ments at tHe san Juan Bautista indian 

FaMily HousinG site.

BoB Hoover

letters froM the CMf Board continued from page 8



and dedicated to preserving the California Missions, related historical sites, and to researching the stories of early 
California, under one roof, and united, for the benefit of our state’s history. 

The new and expanded CMF looks to its 20th year as a stronger and larger organization, and we continue to be 
dedicated to preservation and education. CMF has accomplished a great deal in its 19-year history, 2016 was another 
successful year, and we now set our sights on the future. We look back with great pride, and we also look ahead to 
so much more still to be done. 

We again thank everyone that has joined with CMF over the years, individuals and Foundations alike, it has only 
been possible with all of our efforts.
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letter froM the ChairMan, viCe Chair, and exeCutive direCtor continued from page 3

Sincerely,

The California Missions Studies Committee of CMF held its annual conference in 2016 at Mission San Juan Bautista. More than 200 people 
attended the three-day event which featured a variety of lectures, tours and networking. The Saturday Night Awards Banquet also served as 
a forum to hand out the organizations prestigious awards. Among the recipients were Dr. Ruben G. Mendoza (Norman Neuerburg Award), 
David A. Bolton (Edna Kimbro Award), Mr. Philip Hudner (Chairman's Award) and Dr. Jarrell C. Jackman (Chairman's Award). The keynote 
speaker for the Conference was Carla Rahn Phillips, renowned maritime expert and historian. The first California Mission Studies Conference 
was held in 1984. This annual event rotates between a historic site in the north one year, and then a historic site in the south the next year. The 
line between Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties serves as the boundary line between north and south.

2016 edna kiMBro award reCiPient 
david a. Bolton (left)

2016 norMan neuerBurg award reCiPient 
dr. ruBen Mendoza (right)

2016 ChairMan’s award reCiPient 
Mr. PhiliP hudner

2016 ChairMan’s award reCiPient 
dr. Jarrell C. JaCkMan (Center) 

2016 keynote sPeaker 
Carla rahn PhilliPs

California Mission studies ConferenCe presented by cmf



CMF’s “All-Aboard-the Bus” program continues to provide an invaluable hands-on 
learning experience to thousands of fourth grade students, allowing them to take a field 
trip during the school year which they otherwise may not have been able to experience. 
Visiting a local Mission helps bring California’s rich history alive. 
 
In 2016, thanks to generous support from our partner Foundations, CMF awarded 
grants in Monterey County to 23 schools that enabled 2,405 students (an increase of 177 
students from the previous school year). In addition, 369 teachers and chaperones were 
also able to participate on field trips to Missions Carmel, San Juan Bautista and San 
Antonio de Padua.
 
Meanwhile, in the greater Los Angeles Area, CMF awarded grants to 22 schools.  This allowed 1,588 students and 185 teachers and 
chaperones to visit the Missions San Fernando and San Gabriel.
 
Through generous grants from the William H. Hannon Foundation, the Nancy Buck Ransom Foundation, the Monterey Peninsula 
Foundation, The Upjohn California Fund and the Pebble Beach Company Foundation, as well as individual donors, CMF’s "All-Aboard-
the-Bus" field trip program continues to provide an invaluable educational experience to fourth grade children.

Natasha Gossett, 4th Grade Teacher, Alicia Cortez Elementary: 
Cortez’s recent visit to the San Gabriel Mission with our 4th grade classes was a wonderful 
experience.  The students were also very excited to get to meet the wonderful people from 
the California Missions Foundation, which made our field trip possible, thanks to a grant 
from the William H. Hannon Foundation.

One parent stated, “What a generous gift they have given our kids!” The students listened 
and learned about how the mission was built and the meaning behind the beautiful deco-
rations.  One student stated, “I can’t believe the Indians built all of this!” A favorite with 
the kids was getting to see the picture of the lone woman from San Nicolas Island which 
was the inspiration for the novel Island of the Blue Dolphins.

The kids enjoyed getting to see how leather was tanned and food was cooked.  They espe-
cially loved getting to look into the big basin in which soap and candles were made. One teacher from our school stated, “It’s so nice to see 
the kids excited to share their own knowledge and learn new knowledge.  I love that they get to experience what they have learned first-
hand.”  We are so very grateful to the William H. Hannon Foundation and CMF for the opportunity you have provided our students.

Ms. Krysta Bradley, Mission Park Elementary School, Salinas: 
On March 21, Mission Park Elementary School was able to 
take four classes on a field trip to Mission San Juan Bautista 
due to a grant from the "All-Aboard-the-Bus" Program.
 
We visited the church, the graveyard, the stable, the jail, 
the museum and the surrounding area. Jake said that he 
liked that he got to walk around and see the town with the 
mission and the museum.  Lawrence stated, “I liked the 
statue of Father Serra, the founder of the missions.”
 
We are grateful to you to have been able to provide stu-
dents with hands on background knowledge of the found-
ing of the missions.  Thank you so much for providing our 
students with this priceless learning experience.

CMf’s "all-aBoard-the-Bus" PrograM 
3,993 students visit California Missions 
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Partner foundations

S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Brewster West Foundation
Nancy Buck Ransom Foundation
Linden Root Dickinson Foundation 
Frances K. and Charles D. Field Foundation
The Charles D. and Frances K. Field Fund
William H. Hannon Foundation

The Hearst Foundations
Monterey Peninsula Foundation
Dan Murphy Foundation
Pebble Beach Company Foundation
John & Beverly Stauffer Foundation
The Upjohn California Fund
WWW Foundation

85.7% Grants & AATB
7.4% Mission Studies
6.9% Individual Donations

Income 2016 Expenses 2016
59.7% Grants
12.9% AATB
12.6% Mission Studies 
14.8% Operations

86+8+6+n 59+15+13+13+n
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The California Missions Foundation 
is dedicated to preserving the historical 
California Missions and their associated 

cultural resources for public benefit.

California Missions foundation

Po Box 23035

santa BarBara, Ca 93121

To continue supporting CMF, 
please visit our website:

www.californiamissionsfoundation.org
or contact us at (805) 963-1633, or

info@californiamissionsfoundation.org

You can make a legacy gift to CMF that will support 
the Missions beyond your lifetime. Your estate attor-
ney can assist you in determining what is best for you. 
Please let us know if you have made a planned gift to 

CMF or have any questions.

CMF is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization
Federal Tax ID 94-3240152

2016


